OLIVER  GOLDSMITH
The Vicar of Wakefield

OLIVER GOLDSMITH (1728-74) was an Irishman who turned
his hand to many kinds of literature, and he did well in most
of them. His poems, The Traveller (1764) and The Deserted
Village (1770), are well known, as is his comedy, She Stoops
to Conquer (1773).

We give a passage from his novel, The Vicar of Wakefield
(1762), probably the best of all our earlier novels. The story
is based upon Goldsmith's recollections of his own boyhood.
The sweet and kindly character of the old Vicar, who actually
tells the story, is based upon that of Goldsmith's father;
perhaps the sketch of Moses, the clumsy and self-satisfied
son, is a sly satire upon himself. The story that runs through
the book is no more than that of the fortunes and misfortunes
of the good Vicar's family. They have their periods of acute
depression, but all comes well in the end. The tale is saved
from being merely commonplace byfthe ease and humour
with which Goldsmith handles the various episodes.
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